
NO-FAULT vs. JUST-CAUSE EVICTION  
CHAIN REACTION SKIT 

(11 people needed for full skit, 6 for only Doors 1-3) 
 

ACT I: NO-FAULT EVICTION 
 

DOOR #1 
BANK OWNER: [Knocks on door #1] 
FORECLOSED HOMEOWNER IN BANK-OWNED HOUSING:  Oh hi, Big Bank.  I guess I'm your tenant 
now, since you foreclosed on me.  Did you come to talk about my offer to buy this house back at its real value?   
BANK: No. 
FORECLOSED HOMEOWNER: Well, then since you're the new owner, did you come to collect my rent and 
see the problems that need to be fixed in the house? 
BANK: No.  Look, I came here to tell you that I think I can get more for this place by marketing it vacant, so 
investors will buy it and flip it.  I don't want to talk about your measly little offers to buy or rent.  Fixing 
problems in your house – are you crazy?  I just want you out. I own this place now, and the law gives me the 
right to evict you, no questions asked.  We can fight in court, but in the end, your home is my property and the 
law is on my side.   
FORECLOSED HOMEOWNER: I'm gonna fight this, but there has to be a better way! 
 
DOOR #2 
LANDLORD: [Steps forward from watching the exchange at Door #1]  Hey, that gives me an idea! [Knocks on 
door #2] 
RENTER IN PRIVATELY-OWNED, NON-SUBSIDIZED HOUSING: Oh hi, Big Landlord.  I haven't see you 
in awhile.  I'm not behind on my rent...  Are you finally here to inspect the conditions in this apartment?  I’m 
really worried about the leak in my ceiling. 
LANDLORD:  Well, no, not really.  Actually, I came to let you know that I've noticed how the foreclosed 
buildings on this block have been emptied out and sold off to new owners.  What a great deal for us investors - 
slap on a new coat of paint and a granite countertop, and presto: you can get double the rent!  So it got me 
thinking... you've been living here for how long? 
RENTER: 15 years!  And that's how long this carpet has been disintegrating. 
LANDLORD: But your rent just hasn't kept up with the market.  I'm afraid I'm going to have to ask you to pay a 
$500 increase starting [looks at watch] next month.   
RENTER: What?  My paycheck hasn't gone up $500 a month!  And you haven't put any money into this 
building to make it more valuable.    
LANDLORD: Hey, the market is the market.  Look at those houses down the street – they're renting for $800 
more than you pay me.  If you don't like it, then leave.  And by that I mean, if you won't pay the increase, then 
the law gives me the right to evict you, no questions asked.  We can fight in court, but in the end, your home is 
my property and the law is on my side.   
RENTER: I'm gonna fight this, but there has to be a better way! 



DOOR #3 
LANDLORD: [Steps forward from watching the exchange at Door #2]  Hey, that gives me an idea! [Knocks on 
door #3] 
SECTION 8 TENANT: Oh hi, Mr. Landlord.  Crazy weather we've been having, huh?  Boy am I glad my kids 
and I had a roof over our heads this winter.  We had to protest the budget cuts, but Section 8 Tenants held onto 
our vouchers this year.  How do you like the garden we planted outside?   
LANDLORD: I'm allergic to tomatoes.  Anyway, I didn't come to talk about all your radical politics, I came to 
tell you that I've reviewed the rents in the area and your piddling little Section 8 voucher just isn't cutting it 
anymore.  Do you know I could be getting $400 more a month if I rented this place to students or professionals?  
Well, I can't let that slide.  I went to your Section 8 agency and got them to approve the rent increase.  So pay 
up or get out! 
S8 TENANT: Wait, what?  I qualify for Section 8 because my family is low-income.  I'm already paying 30%  
of what I earn for rent.  Where on earth would I find an extra $400 a month? 
LANDLORD: I don't know, but that's not my problem.  Hey, it's nothing personal, just business.  If you can't 
come up with the extra, then get ready to find a new place, because the law gives me the right to evict you, no 
questions asked.  We can fight in court, but in the end, your home is my property and the law is on my side. 
S8 TENANT: I'm gonna fight this, but there has to be a better way! 
 
(FROM AUDIENCE) 
COMMERCIAL LANDLORD: Hey, that gives me an idea!  I see housing rents and property values going up 
all around me – I bet the storefronts that my tenants operate their businesses out of are worth a lot more than 
they can pay me.  I could get rid of them with eviction notices, and get in some new merchants who won't 
cramp my style with their “bodegas” and their low-rent clientele. 
 
(FROM AUDIENCE) 
OWNER OF HUD-SUBSIDIZED BUILDING: Hey, that gives me an idea! This neighborhood is up-and-
coming.  That grant I got from the federal government to subsidize the rents of my low-income tenants... well, I 
know I said I would keep the apartments affordable for 30 years... but I'm sure I could get waaaay more money 
if I converted it to luxury housing.  I'm calling my lawyer right now and telling him to do whatever it takes to 
spring me from this contract.  Who cares about the people living there now? I'm in this business to make 
money. 
 
(FROM AUDIENCE) 
DEVELOPER: Hey, that gives me an idea!  That public housing development around the corner sure is run-
down and it's starting to look out-of-place in this neighborhood.  The government is always cutting their 
funding; I'm sure the management is starved for cash to maintain it.  I bet they'd jump at the chance to re-
develop it into “mixed-income” housing.  And if that means there won't be room for a lot of the low-income 
families who live there now... well, it's not my problem.  All I need to worry about is my bottom line.  
 
(FROM AUDIENCE) 
LIMITED-INCOME HOMEOWNER: Everybody keeps talking about how hot the real estate market is.  But I 
didn't buy my home to sell it for a profit - I bought it to live in, based on what I could afford.  Real estate values 
swing up and down, but that doesn't help me hold on to my house.  I can barely keep up with these property 
taxes!  There has to be a better way! 



 
(FROM AUDIENCE) 
FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER: I want to raise my family in the neighborhood I grew up in, but even though I 
work full-time, I can't afford to rent – let alone buy – anything around here!  Where will I end up?  There has to 
be a better way! 

 
ACT II: JUST-CAUSE EVICTION 

DOOR #1 
BANK OWNER: [Knocks on door #1] 
FORECLOSED HOMEOWNER IN BANK-OWNED HOUSING:  Oh hi, Big Bank.  I guess I'm your tenant 
now, since you foreclosed on me.  Did you come to talk about my offer to buy this house back at its real value?   
BANK: Well, now that I can't get rid of you, ever since they required banks and big landlords like me to have a 
legitimate reason for evicting a tenant, I guess we might as well talk about that. 
FORECLOSED HOMEOWNER: All right.  Since you're the new owner, here's my rent, and I can show you the 
problems that need to be fixed in the house. 
BANK: Okay. 
FORECLOSED HOMEOWNER: I'm glad we fought for Just-Cause Eviction.  I knew there had to be a better 
way! 


